
1. L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future Contest       www.writersofthefuture.com/enter-writer-contest 

Whatever your feelings about L. Ron Hubbard’s work and philosophy, the prizes for this regular contest are nothing to 
sneeze at. Every three months, winners earn $1,000, $750 and $500, or an additional annual grand prize worth $5,000.  

Submissions must be short stories or novelettes (up to 17,000 words) in the genre of science fiction or fantasy, and new 
and amateur writers are welcome to apply. 

Deadlines: Quarterly on January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1. 

2. Drue Heinz Literature Prize      www.upress.pitt.edu/ 

You can win $15,000 and publication by the University of Pittsburgh Press with this prize, awarded for a collection of 
short fiction.  

You may submit an unpublished manuscript of short stories, two or more novellas or a combination of novellas and 
short stories. Your total word count should be between 150 and 300 typed pages. 

Deadline: Annual submission window is May 1 through June 30. 

3. Tony Hillerman Prize     http://www.hillermanprize.com/ 

Presented by St. Martin’s Press and WORDHARVEST, this prize awards the best first mystery novel set in the Southwest 
with $10,000 and publication by St. Martin’s Press. 

It’s open to professional or non-professional writers who have not yet had a mystery published, and there are specific 
guidelines for the structure of your story: “Murder or another serious crime or crimes must be at the heart of the story, 
with emphasis on the solution rather than the details of the crime.” 

Deadline: Annually on June 1. 

4. Real Simple’s Life Lessons Essay Contest     www.realsimple.com/work-life/life-strategies/inspiration-motivation/ 

Have you ever had a “eureka” moment? If you have, and you can write a compelling personal essay about it in no more 
than 1,500 words, you may be able to win $3,000 in Real Simple’s annual essay contest. 

Deadline: Annually; 2016 deadline has not yet been announced. 

5. New Voices Award     https://www.leeandlow.com/writers-illustrators/new-voices-award 

 Presented by Lee & Low Books, an award-winning children’s book publisher, this award is given for a previously 
unpublished children’s picture book manuscript (of no more than 1,500 words) written by a writer of color. 

The winner receives $1,000 cash and a standard publication contract. You may submit up to two manuscripts. 

Deadline: Submissions must be postmarked by September 30 each year. 
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6. Ernest J. Gaines Award for Literary Excellence    http://www.ernestjgainesaward.org/literary-award-about/ 

This contest aims to provide visibility for emerging African American fiction writers and to enable them to focus on their 
writing by awarding a $10,000 cash prize. Eligible authors should submit a work of fiction, such as a novel or short story 
collection, published in the calendar year. 

Deadline: Annually; 2016 deadline has not yet been announced. 

7. PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction    http://www.penfaulkner.org/award-for-fiction/submission-guidelines/ 

Honoring the best work of fiction published by an American author in a single calendar year, this award has been given 
to the likes of John Updike, Philip Roth and Ann Patchett. 

The winner receives $15,000 and an invitation to read at the award ceremony in Washington, DC. Four finalists also each 
receive a $5,000 award. 

Deadline: Annually on October 31 for books published that calendar year. 

8. Brooklyn Non-Fiction Prize   http://www.filmbrooklyn.org/ 

Presented by the Brooklyn Film & Arts Festival, this annual prize awards $500 cash for “the best Brooklyn-focused non-
fiction essay which is set in Brooklyn and is about Brooklyn and/or Brooklyn people/characters.” (So it’s Brooklyn-
centric, if you haven’t picked up on that yet.)  

Submissions should be four to 10 pages (up to 2,500 words), and five authors will be chosen to read and discuss their 
submissions at the annual December event. 

Deadline: Annually in mid-November. 

9. Marfield Prize (a.k.a. National Award for Arts Writing)   artsclubofwashington.org/public-programs-2/award-for-arts-
writing/ 

Presented by the Arts Club of Washington, this award seeks to honor nonfiction books that deal with “any artistic 
discipline (visual, literary, performing, or media arts, as well as cross-disciplinary works).” This may include criticism, art 
history, memoirs and biographies, and essays. 

Deadline: Annually in the last quarter of the year; the 2016 deadline has not yet been announced. 

10. W.Y. Boyd Literary Award for Excellence in Military Fiction  www.ala.org/awardsgrants/wy-boyd-literary-award-
excellence-military-fiction  

If you’re a war buff, this competition is for you. It awards $5,000 to the best piece of fiction set during a period when the 
U.S. was at war (war may either be the main plot of the piece or simply provide the setting). Submissions may be adult 
or YA novels. 

Deadline: Annually on December 1. 
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11. Hektoen Grand Prix Essay Contest    http://hekint.org/  

Hektoen International, an online journal dedicated to medical humanities, offers two prizes annually for essays of no 
more than 1,600 words in two categories.  

The Grand Prize of $1,200 is given for an essay suited for their Famous Hospitals section, while a Silver Prize of $1,000 is 
given to the best essay suited for the sections of Art Flashes, Literary Vignettes, Moments in History, or Physicians of 
Note. 

Deadline: Annually; 2016 deadline is March 31. 

12. Nelson Algren Short Story Award   https://algren.submittable.com/submit 

Presented by the Chicago Tribune, this award presents $3,500 to one grand prize winner, $1,000 to four finalists and 
$500 to five runners-up for a short fiction story of less than 8,000 words.  

You may submit up to two short stories, but note that your name must not appear anywhere on your submission as the 
process is anonymous. 

Deadline: Annually; the 2016 deadline was January 31. 

13. Stowe Prize    http://harrietbeecherstowe.org/worxcms_published/programs.items_page868.shtml 

This biennial prize of $10,000 honors an American author whose work has had an impact on a critical social justice issue 
(as did Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin).  

In addition to submitting a copy of your book or written work, you must also complete a 250-word statement that 
describes the tangible impact your piece has made in the world and outlining any social justice work you perform 
outside of your writing. 

Deadline: Biennially in odd-numbered years. The deadline for 2017 awards has not yet been announced. 

14. Amy Writing Awards   http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/ 

Christian writers are eligible for this award, which honors “Creative, skillful journalism that applies biblical principles to 
stories about issues and lives.”  

Submissions must have been previously published in a newspaper, local or national magazine, or on a news website and 
must contain at least one quote from the Bible. Columns and opinion pieces will be considered, but preference is given 
to news or feature article with original reporting.  

Prizes are given for winners of first through fifth prizes (in amounts ranging from $10,000 to $2,000), plus 10 
“outstanding merit” awards of $1,000 each. 

Deadline: Annually; 2016 deadline was January 15. 

15. Prose’s $100 Challenge of the Week   https://theprose.com/challenge/2651 

Flex your creative muscles and try out different forms with this weekly challenge based on a wide variety of prompts. (At 
the time of writing, the weekly prompt is to write a haiku or tanka about the supernatural.) The winning submission is 
selected based on factors like “fire, form, and creative edge” and the winner receives $100.  
 
Deadline: Weekly 
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16. Writing Contests - Poetry, Short Story, Essay, Screenwriting & More 

https://www.freelancewriting.com/writing-contests/ 

If you’ve got a way with making your words come to life, try your hand at a poetry contest. If you’re a teen, there’s a 
special category of teen writing contests just for you. Want to submit a contest? Simply click on our “Submit a Contest” 
button. Good luck everyone, and be sure to read our tips on how to win below! 

17. Story of the Year 

http://www.storyshares.org/contestStories 

As part of the Registration, registered users must submit a story between 1,000 and 10,000 words (“Qualifying Story”) 
and designate the story under one of the following categories i) Diversity, ii) Historical Fiction, iii) Fantasy, iv) Horror / 
Suspense, or v) Teens by Teens (“Categories”). Each Qualifying Story shall be submitted through the online publishing 
platform, with short chapters and an overall length fewer than 10,000 words. 
 
18. Georgia Writer’s Association 
 
 http://www.georgiawriters.org/ 
 
Flash Fiction Contest 2017—Tell It in 300 Words or Fewer! 
 
The winner receives a $75 prize. The winner and the runners-up will be published in the Summer 2017 issue of  
Exit 271: Your Georgia Writers Resource. 
•While there will be only one winner, all submissions will be considered for publication. 
•All entries must be previously unpublished and 300 words or fewer.  
•Only Georgia writers are eligible. 
•Submit up to three pieces. 
•$5.99 entry fee. 
 
Deadline:  January 8, 2017 
 
19. Environmental Education in Georgia 
http://eeingeorgia.org/core/item/topic.aspx?s=0.0.0.4863&tid=85050 
 
Young Writer’s Contest          
  Environmental Focus:  
             High: Creative Arts  
             Medium: Animals/Wildlife, Biodiversity, Climate Change/Weather, Endangered Species, Environmental Health, 
Environmental Justice, Gardening/Composting, Habitats/Ecosystems, Litter, Marine Education, Plants, Pollution, 
Recycling/Waste Management, Soil, Stormwater, Sustainability, Trees/Forests, Water, Watershed  
  Academic Focus:  
             High: Interdisciplinary, Language Arts, Science 
 
YES! National Writing Contest 
Audience Served: Families, General Public, Home Schools, Non-formal Educators, Public Schools, Scouts/Youth Groups, 
Teachers  
Age Groups: 6th Grade, 7th Grade, 8th Grade, 9th Grade, 10th Grade, 11th Grade, 12th Grade, College Students, Adults  
Environmental Focus:  
             Medium: Agriculture/Farming, Creative Arts, Cultural Awareness  
Academic Focus:  
             Medium: Interdisciplinary, Language Arts, Science, Social Studies  
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20. Writing Through Art Literary Competition 
 
http://boothmuseum.org/writing-through-art/ 
 
This is a statewide competition sponsored by Booth Western Art Museum and is open to grades 9-12.  The purpose of 
the competition is to encourage students to develop enthusiasm for and expertise in their writing using works of art 
from the Museum’s collection as inspiration, to provide a context to celebrate their writing successes, and to recognize 
student achievement in arts and academics. 
 
Deadline:  December 9, 2016 
 
 
21. Christopher Columbus Essay Contest 
 
See Mrs. Mitchell in A104 for submission sheet. 
 
“Technology’s Impact on the Voyage of Christopher Columbus” 
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