
Unit 1: Discussion Project 

Introduction: Millions of American Indians thrived in hundreds of people groups prior to 1492. While not a 

utopian society of "noble savages" as some once thought, it was made up of diverse and growing societies. 

Within decades of European arrival up to 80-90% of the American Indian population was dead-largely due to 

disease. Groups in the areas settled by Europeans were usually conquered and sometimes ended up in a forced-

labor system. 

Question: Was the destruction of American Indian civilization inevitable after the arrival of the Europeans? Or 

could these societies have coexisted in a more peaceful way? 

Resources:  http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtid=2&psid=3567 

http://teachinghistory.org/history-content/ask-a-historian/25447 

Assignment: There are two parts to this project.  

I. You are to create a poster board that answers the question. Your poster board must include (1) Your 

answer, (2) three main points that support your answer, (3) at least one visual that enhances your 

answer, i.e illustration, graph, chart, or map.  

 

II. You must be ready to present your poster board on the first day of class. You must provide evidence 

and explanations that support your three main points. You may create one index card to help you in 

your presentation.   

Grading:  

Criteria Drifting 

5 points 

Not Proficient 

10 points 

Proficient 

15 points 

Exemplary 

20 points 

Answer Demonstrates little 

effort. The answer 

is irregular to the 

topic.  

Occasionally makes 

relevant 

contributions but 

shows minimal 

effort. The answer 

does not 

demonstrate insight 

on the topic 

Often makes 

relevant 

contribution. The 

answer relates and 

shows awareness of 

the topic.  

Consistently 

presents creative 

ideas and 

awareness on the 

topic.  

Visual The visual does not 

enhance the answer 

the student 

presented.  

The visual does 

little to enhance the 

student’s answer.  

The visual helps the 

audience 

understand the 

answer.  

The visual greatly 

enhances the 

student’s answer.  

Presentation The student was not 

prepared and 

appears to “wing” 

it.  

The student was 

slightly prepared. 

The student 

appeared flustered 

when presenting.  

The student was 

prepared and spoke 

with poise.  

The student was 

well prepared. The 

student spoke with 

conviction about 

his/her answer.  

     

Total: ____/60 
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