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Key	  Terms	  
	  
Western Hemisphere - is technically the half of the earth that lies west of the Prime 
Meridian.  It is often used in a general sense to describe the “New World” containing the 
continents of North and South America. 
Maize - corn.  This was the main crop of many American Indian people groups in the 
New World and quickly became a staple crop of the Europeans who settled there. 
Northwest Peoples - were people who lived along the Pacific Northwest Coast.  They 
included groups such as the Chinook, Tingit, and Willapa. 
Great Basin Peoples - early people groups who lived west of the Rocky Mountains and 
east of the Sierra Nevada mountains in what is today the western United States.  They 
included such groups as the Paiute and Shoshone. 
Northeastern Peoples - also known as the First Nations or Eastern Woodland tribes.  
They lived in what is today the eastern United States and Canada and the most prominent 
groups formed the Iroquois Confederacy. 
Columbian Exchange - describes the exchange of ideas, plants, and animals between 
native inhabitants of the New World and the Europeans and Africans that began arriving 
with the voyage of Christopher Columbus in 1492.  It greatly changed many areas of the 
world. 
Encomienda System - was employed by the Spanish colonizers.  It granted a specific 
Spaniard control over a number of American Indians whom they were to instruct in the 
Spanish language and the Roman Catholic faith in return for the opportunity to exact 
payment in gold and labor.  It often resulted in a virtual slave-labor system. 
Slavery - is a system where people are held as property and forced to work.  In American 
history this has racial implications as it generally took the form of people of European 
descent holding people particularly of African descent in bondage. 
Motivations for Colonization - varied greatly but in general included: a desire to find 
new trade routes, spread religious views and practice a certain religion freely, seek riches 
such as gold, obtain economic resources and markets, gain locations of strategic military 
importance, and for a sense of adventure. 
Spanish Colonists - were the first of the European nations in the Age of Exploration to 
reach the Americas and initially gained much wealth from the New World.  The Spanish 
claimed most of the territory in the southern regions of the Americas. 
Black Legend - term used to describe the Spanish impact on the New World in relation 
to an overemphasis on the negative aspects of Spanish colonization. 
French Colonists - were most common in the northern regions of the Americans.  Many 
were explorers and fur traders.  They generally had the best relationship with the 
American Indians as they engaged in less large-scale agriculture and traded extensively 
with them. 



Dutch Colonists - the Netherlands sent out explorers and settlers to the New World as 
well.  Many were brilliant navigators and skilled businessmen.  The Dutch began the 
colony that would eventually become New York. 
Pueblo Revolt - took place in 1680 and is also known as Pope’s Rebellion.  The Pueblo 
Indians were able to drive out the Spanish from the area near Santa Fe, for a time, in a 
bloody revolt. 
	  


